12              HUMPHRY   DAVY
Robert Davy in 1794 Tonkin advised that Humphry
should be apprenticed to a Penzance apothecary, Bingham
Borlase. The indenture was dated February loth, 1795.
Tonkin desired Davy to become a general practitioner in
Penzance, but Davy himself looked forward to graduation
at Edinburgh. Here is an adequate explanation of Davy's
early interest in chemistry. Sheele and many other dis-
tinguished predecessors of Davy were introduced to
chemistry by the same way. However, there is some
evidence that his intellectual interests were stimulated in
the year preceding the indenture. He left Truro Grammar
School in December, 1793, just before he was fifteen. For
about a year he was rather idle, and is reported to have
indulged in occasional dissipation. He said afterwards that
it was a dangerous period of his life. His biographers do
not say what the dangerous dissipations of a youth of
fifteen might have been. During this period he began to
receive French lessons from a M. Dugart, a refugee priest
from La Vendee. Paris says the French lessons started
during his apprenticeship. The records do not clearly
indicate whether Davy accomplished the intellectual orienta-
tion of his life before his apprenticeship. His early know-
ledge of the French language is an important fact. He
obtained two chemistry books when he was a youth, one of
which was Lavoisier's great Traite Elementaire de Chimie*
He may have had a copy of Kerr's translation, but not
necessarily. The French Revolution had a powerful influ-
ence on Davy, for among other effects it had sent refugees
to Penzance who taught him French. Indeed, one of his
boyish loves was a French girl, to whom, it is said, he wrote
many sonnets. His French acquaintance exposed him to
the atmosphere of counter-revolutionaries. His father's
death probably made him a more serious student. In 1795,
at the age of sixteen, he started to keep note-books, some
of which are extant. He made a plan of study under the
following headings:
W     SSfL,                (Taught by Nature;
Ethics, or moral virtues..